KRISHNA KUMARI

Presently the whole world shall hear it spoken. Man Singh
Is my servant; with what my sword reaps I can reward
him. Why should he wear the Flower of Rajasthan?
She is a blossom meant for the neck of an emperor. Tell
Rana Bhim Singh Delhi's walls are crumbling, the
Rajputs' day is finished; the English, who threatened our
faith and our rule, have grown weak and cowardly and
are begging for my alliance. I, Sindhia, will wed your
child, and I will build the walls of Udaipur again. Then
thou and I will sweep the land free of these aliens who
pollute it, and I will be crowned at Delhi, and Krishna
shall be my Queen.

BHIM SINGH (unable to believe that he has heard aright):
Goddess of Chitor, am I to answer such a message?

MESSENGER: I am to take an answer back.

BHIM SINGH : Then tell that cattle-lifter that the blood
of the Sisodias has never mingled with slime. And for your
other master, whose house has reared its brides for the
harem,(19) tell him to say his prayers at the mosque and
beg Allah for a bride. Our alliance is not for the slaves of
the Mussulman and the Mahratta.

MESSENGER: I will tell them both. And I think I
shall not have to return. Sindhia will bring his own
answer.                                                                [Exit.

BHIM SINGH : Sarup Singh, I have ruined Mewar.

SARUP SINGH : You could have made no other answer.
If your blood had always stood at this pitch your sirdars
would have followed you.

BHIM SINGH : Friend, no other Rana saw my sorrows.
Psatap Singh was hunted by the Moguls, as they hunt
lions with their nets; but he had faithful followers. My
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